TEN BASIC CONVICTIONS FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING
8. “Accept Your Stewardship”                 
Conviction #8:  “My money is a trust from God and must be earned and managed according to scriptural principles.”
Scripture: Deuteronomy 8:11-21; I Corinthians 6:6-15
Key Verse: “”You shall not steal.”  Ex. 20:15                                 
Theme:  A person’s attitude toward material things reveals the quality of his Christian growth.
Introduction
“Let me see the expenditure column in your check book and I can tell a great deal about your relationship with the Lord.”  How do you respond to a statement like that?  When I first heard that statement I was attending a Bible Conference sponsored by a Christian group called Navigators.  The speaker, Russ Johnson, was dealing with the subject of stewardship.  I still can remember my reaction: “What does my checkbook have to do with the quality of my relationship with Jesus Christ?”  I didn’t like what I heard. It didn’t sound Biblical, and besides it offended me.
But since that time I have discovered that the Bible has a great deal to say about money and quite bluntly too.  For example, of the 38 parables taught by Jesus, 16 contain some admonition about the attitude toward or use of money.  Money and material possessions take on Godlike qualities—they offer security, power, independence, salvation, protection and control.  Yes, I have learned that our attitude toward money and material things have a great deal to say about our relationship with God.  This fact is brought out in the inclusion of this eighth commandment of God’s law.  “You shall not steal.”
Because we are living in a world where the attachment to money and material things causes people to do just about anything to get it and keep it, we Christians need to develop some strong convictions concerning our attitude toward material things.  I would like to challenge you this morning to make this statement your conviction:  “My money is a trust from God and must be earned and managed according to Scriptural principles.”
In this commandment, “Do not steal,” God is forbidding the taking of anything which rightfully belongs to another either by force, pretext of rights, schemes or any other deceptive practice.  This means that God is concerned about four key areas in our relationship to material things: 1)  How you feel about it;  2) How you earn it. 3) How you spend it; 4) How you give it.
I.  HOW YOU FEEL ABOUT IT     
When the Word of God commands us not to steal, it first of all affirms to us that we have the right to own and to acquire property.   But God is very much concerned about how we acquire it and manage that property.  But an act always begins with an attitude, therefore we first must ask, “How do I feel about money?” “What is my attitude toward material things?”                                           
Let’s face it, for a lot of people the attaining of money and material things are viewed as being  “a result of my ability.”  The other day I happened to hear on the radio an interview of a rather successful businessman.  The question was asked, “To what do you attribute your success in business?” His response was: “I’ve learned to be in the right place at the right time.  I’ve developed a feel for the economic trend that has enable me to make the right decisions.”  As the interview went on, I realized that the focus of that man’s attention and credit for his success was himself.  
Listen to what God says about that attitude in Deuteronomy 8:17: “Beware lest you say in your heart, ‘my power and the might of my hand has gotten me this wealth.’  You shall remember the Lord your God, for it is He who gives you power to get wealth.” Stop and think for a minute, how did you get life…was it not a gift?  Are not the resources in this world a gift?  The very beat of your heart, even your health, are these not all gifts that you have had nothing to do with.  God isn’t too happy with people who feel an overwhelming amount of pride in themselves for their financial successes and overlook the fact that God has blessed them!
The Word of God has some other interesting things to say about how we should not feel toward money.   Look at I Timothy 6:9:  “But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into snare, into many senseless and hurtful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction.”  The desire for money, to become rich is dangerous.  Don’t seek it, let it be God’s blessings.  Verse 10 says: “For the love of money is the root of all evils; it is through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced their hearts with many pangs.”   We are not to fall in love with money.  That attitude will lead us to do other things not pleasing to the Lord.  Verse. 27 says: “As for the rich in this world, charge them not to be haughty, not to set their hopes on uncertain riches but on God who richly furnishes us with everything to enjoy.”  Don’t put your trust in your riches, because it may become your god.  
What then ought to be our attitude toward money and material possessions?   Our passage in Deuteronomy makes it clear: “You shall remember the Lord Your God for it is He who gives you power to get wealth.”.  Our attitude should be that our possessions are a result of God’s blessing and have been placed into our trust for management.  All I have, has been made possible because of God’s blessings and goodness.  In numerous places in the New Testament, parables Jesus teaches in which God is depicted as the owner of a business and His people are called “stewards”.   We are stewards of all that we have, but do we understand what that means?
In his book DISCIPLE,  Juan Carlos Ortiz, illustrates what it means to be a steward of the Lord by telling of a man who wants to buy “the pearl of great price.”  “How much is it?” “It’s very expensive,” the seller says.  How much?  Everything you have.  The buyer proceeds to give him his life’s savings, $10,000.  He takes it and then proceeds to quiz him about everything else he owns.  It ends up that the seller claims his money, his house, his car, his camper, his wife and children, yes and even his very life.  But then listen as he goes on: “Now listen, I will allow you to use all these things for the time being.  I give them back to you to use.  But don’t forget that they are mine, just as YOU are mine.  Whenever I need any of these things you must give them up, because they are mine.”
How  do you feel about money and material possession, do you feel that they are YOURS or when you became a Christian you gave them all to Jesus and now you are managing God’s things for Him.  Can you say “my money is a trust from God?”     
II. HOW DO YOU GET IT                              
Secondly, when God says, “Do not steal”,  He’s also telling us that He’s concerned about HOW we get our possessions.  There are honest ways and dishonest ways.  Negative and positive ways.  
First notice the NEGATIVE ways in which we can get our wealth.   There are all kinds of ways for us to steal.  Some people just take it by force.  Did you know that over eleven billion dollars were stolen outright in America last year?  Thievery and embezzlement are big businesses in our land.  The attitude is “what’s yours is mine—if I can get it.” 
There are also more subtle ways of stealing, like exploitation.   There are people who will take advantage of another person’s weakness or desperate situation.  The way you buy and sell, the way you make your change is under God’s observation.  Some people think nothing of shoplifting, or to take tools or merchandise from their employer thinking that they will absorb it into their operating costs—my friend, that’s stealing.                       
Some people steal by defrauding others  what belongs to them.  Did you know what when you refuse to pay or keep stalling the payment of your bills you are defrauding another, using another’s money for your self.  God only knows the money that has been stolen by padded expense accounts, inflated bills, exaggerated charges, false statements of time spent on a job.  That’s all a part of stealing.
Even gambling,  which is basically trying to get another’s property without working for it.  Gambling is playing games with a sovereign God.  These are negative ways to get wealth from God’s perspective. 

But how OUGHT we to get our wealth?  The attainment of money and material possessions can be viewed as God’s blessings when we make wise investments as good stewards.  In Jesus’ parable about the talents in Matt. 25:27 the master scolds the slothful stewards for not investing his money.  We can make our money by making sound investments, not these wildcard schemes.  We may even get wealth by an inheritance.  We find in the Bible that the eldest son received the birthright in which he inherited the major part of his fathers possessions. 
But the most affirmed way in which we are to get our material possessions is by plain hard work.   In Ephesians 4:28 Paul writes: “Let him that stole, steal no more; but rather, let him labor,  working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that is in need.”   If you want something, if you want to get ahead financially, then you must be willing to work for it.  You have no right to expect the state or other people to take care of you—if you have the ability to work.  In II Thess. 3:10 says: “If any one will not work, let him not eat.”  Self-respect, self-esteem, personal pride are priceless rewards that God bestows upon those who follow His way and works for what he wants.
In six days we are to work, so crowd your labor into six days and then leave that one day for the Lord and don’t steal that from him by crowding Him out.  
III. WHERE DO YOU SPEND IT      
In His command, “Do not steal”  God is concerned about our attitude  toward our material possessions, how we earn it, but also where and how we spend it.  If I have money and spend it on foolish things rather than on needs or debts, then I am stealing from someone.  In fact the way you spend your money tells a lot about you.  It pretty well can tell you what is most important in your life.                                 
First, we are to provide for the needs of our family.  In I Timothy 5:8, the Word of God says: “Command this, that they be without reproach.  If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for his own family he has disowned the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.”  When RaeAnn and I lived in Grand Rapids a young couple lived above us.  The husband worked as a dishwasher in a restaurant and it was tragic to see the times when he would come home on payday, dead drunk.  He had spent his earnings on alcohol and the wife and family had nothing.  Remember that what you buy and what you possess has a definite affect on your family, so think and pray wisely about what you own.
We are also to pay our debts as soon as we can.    We have no right to neglect our bills, or to borrow without repayment, to take and not give back.  Romans 13:8 states: “Owe no man anything.”  Make it your objective to get your bills paid on time.            
Our money must also be spent in paying our taxes.  That is a subject that makes us all squirm.  But the Word of God says in Rom. 13:6,7: “For the same reason you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God…pay all of them their dues, tax to whom taxes are due.”  Let’s face it, it takes money to operate a government like ours.  Even though we may think we are getting less for our money, we still have the greatest form of government in the world.  We receive the privileges, but with it comes the responsibilities.
Then also in spending your money, make a wise plan and do some saving.                 Proverbs 21:20 says: “Precious treasure remains in a wise man’s dwelling, but a foolish man devours it.”  Then in Proverbs 30:24, the Word of God points us to the ant, the badger and the locust in their wisdom.  What do they do?  They are smarter than we are, because they will save and gather up for the hard times.   Our conviction as Christians must be:  “My money is a trust from God and must be earned and MANAGED according to Scriptural principles.” 
IV.  HOW DO YOU GIVE IT  

There is yet one other important area that God is concerned about in this area of managing material things.  If we are stewards, managers of God’s wealth, then we also need to know how and where to give God’s money.  That too takes wisdom and good management.  Let’s face it, there are hundreds of appeals and crying needs by Christian groups and humanitarian organizations that are competing for our material wealth.  We can’t possibly give to everyone.
The first thing I need to say here is that God does expect every Christian to give, to give back to God for use of His work, some of the wealth that He has given to you.   Look at    II Corinthians 8:8, “I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love is genuine.”  II Cor. 9:6 says, “And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that you may always have enough of everything and may provide in abundance for every good work.”  God has blessed you financially, to be a blessing financially.  But how do you give, is it cheerfully or is it reluctantly?  Yes, we’re all caught up with inflation, so we try to tighten our belts, but don’t tighten it to the point where God’s tithe gets hit first.  Don’t rob God what rightfully belongs to him.  Find other areas that you can give up.  It grieves me to think that we are more concerned about giving a waitress her tip, then we are about giving God His tithes.
Something else that should concern us.  There are Christians who tithe, but they are faithfully supporting many missions and causes in the world, but have little left for the local church body of whom we are a part!  But is that right?  Several Sunday nights ago we were discussing this very subject during the evening service.  I owe this illustration to Fred Gieth.  He said, “If you buy your groceries at Alpha Beta, you don’t go to Safeway to pay for them do you?”  At first I didn’t understand, what he meant.   Then he said, “When you get your supplies at a particular store, you pay that store for them, don’t you? Well, in the same way, if you are receiving your spiritual nourishment from a particular church body, should that not be the first place your tithe goes?”  I would agree with him!  It would be safe to say that only one third of the people support the financial ministry of this body of Christ.  Don’t rob God of the tithe that belongs to him!

But you say, I don’t know if I can make ends meet!  Listen to II Cor. 9:6, “the point is this: he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.  Each one must do as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”  Let me ask you, when was the last time you sat down together as a family to discuss what each one of your family will give to the Lord’s work in the church?  Plan your giving, don’t let it be left up to the amount of change you have in your pocket on Sunday morning.  We need to stretch our faith in what God can and will do in us when we dare to give to His work.  We haven’t seen the half of what God still has in store for us here—a Christian Day School, a counseling center, a training center for people to be equipped to minister to people, supporting of missionaries from our own church, providing scholarship money for persons desiring to go into the ministry, adding staff to do a better job of ministry, helping financially hurting families.  We have so much more we can do.  But it means giving!  Being faithful stewards who have accepted their role of steward—blessed to be a blessing.
CONCLUSION

Let me conclude by asking you, “What kind of conclusions can God form, in terms of your relationship with Christ, if we were to examine the expenditures in your checkbook?”  Does that offend you?  Then let me ask, “What is your attitude toward your possessions?  Do you consider yourself as a steward of God’s blessings or have you never given God charge?  How well do you manage your money?  How faithful are you in presenting your tithes and offerings to the church where you are being spiritually fed?  

Your ____________ this morning is for you to make this conviction a basic conviction for your Christian life:  “MY MONEY IS A TRUST FROM GOD AND MUST BE EARNED AND MANAGED ACCORDING TO SCRIPTURAL PRICINPLES.”  I pray to submit myself—all I have to the ownership of Jesus Christ…I place it all into your hands—It’s yours, Lord, I’m yours, Lord—all I have belongs to you Lord—give back to me what you think I can mange for Your honor and glory!
